NORTH DAKOTA

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
MEAT AND POULTRY INSPECTION PROGRAM

Pet Foods and Treats:
What to know

Pet Foods and Specialty Pet Foods and Treats Registration

"Pet food" means any commercial feed prepared and distributed for consumption by dogs or cats.
"Specialty pet food" means a commercial feed prepared and distributed for consumption by
domesticated animals, not including dogs or cats, normally maintained in a cage or a tank.
Pursuant to N.D.C.C. Chapter 4.1-41, each pet food and specialty pet food must be registered
with the Department before being distributed in this state. Registrations cover a designated two-
year period beginning January 1st of every even-numbered year and ending December 3 1st of
the following odd-numbered year.

Each product’s registration application must include:
1. A completed application for registration submitted online through the departments LARS
(Licensing and Registration System)
2. A current, electronic, PDF product label
a. Name of product; feeding directions; guaranteed analysis; list of ingredients;
and safe handling instructions
3. Effective August 1, 2025, ND pet food manufacturers will pay registration fee of $50 per
product registered.
a. Compared to $100 for out of state pet food manufacturers.

Companies that make pet foods within ND must register as a food facility with the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA). For information on registering as an animal food business, see
“How Do I Start an Animal Food Business™ at his website: https://www.fda.gov/animal-
veterinary/animal-food-feeds/how-do-i-start-animal-food-business#registration

Variety Meats

Variety meats such as Heart, Liver and Tongue can be sold as pet food and are exempt from
registration as long as:
1. They are sold in the same facility they are harvested from.
2. They are sold as a single unmixed product.
3. Sold in their raw state, may be cubed or ground
a. Freez drying or cooking changes the state of the product and these products would
require registration.
4. No claims or nutritional guarantees are made.
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Bones and Chews

Pet chews and bones, whether flavor-coated or unflavored, are exempt from registration, unless a
claim is made that the product provides value to the animal (i.e. “Good for Digestion,” “High
Protein” or “Cleans dog teeth”™).

These products can be sold in a retail food shop without registration with the NDDA, as long as
they are stored and displayed separately from other human foods and clearly labeled “not for
human consumption.” They must be prepared and processed separately from human foods.

Some examples of products exempt from registration are:

e All chews, bones, toys and exercisers made of animal skin, hide, wood or manmade
materials

Hooves

Ears

Animal bones

Ligaments

Snouts

Pizzles

Unfortunately, custom exempt byproducts cannot be saved by the processing facility.

The byproducts and trimmings from custom exempt animals are not owned by the processor and
therefore must be given back to the owner or disposed of in an acceptable manner. Only parts and
pieces of carcasses, and naturally inedible products that are sourced from state or federally
inspected carcasses, may be processed into pet foods, treats, or chews without the requirement of
denaturing. Custom exempt operators may purchase previously inspected bones, or other
products to further process them for pet treats (trimmings and bones from retail exempt
processing may be saved). Official establishments may process meat, byproducts and inedible
into pet foods, treats, or chews as allowed in 9 CFR Parts 318 and 325.

For more information on pet food or pet treat manufacturing, contact Jamie Good, the North
Dakota Department of Agriculture Feed Specialist at 701-226-7337.
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