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NURSERY NEWS

NDSU Woody Plants Improvement Program (WPIP) Update
By Dr. Todd West

The new Bolley Agricultural Laboratory
building is on schedule. We will be moving
from the NDSU Lord & Burnham Greenhouse
into the new facility in May 2026. The old
Lord & Burnham Greenhouse should be 3
coming down and demolished in summer T
2026. If you want to see the old greenhouses
one last time, make sure you come and visit
before summer.

We just received notification from the US
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)
that our application for the name Cosmic A
Flare sugar map]e was initia]ly denied. The Aerial phOtO ofthe new Bolley Agricultural Laboratory
reason, there is a cultivar of globe amaranth  building project in progress.

(Gomphrena globosa) that is already ‘Cosmic

Flare’ There cannot be a trademark with ‘Cosmic Flare’ globe amaranth and accidently
the same name as a cultivar so as not to cause then walk out with a sugar maple tree instead?
confusion. Really????? Would any consumer go This truly shows how disconnected from the real
into a garden center looking to buy a pack of world the USPTO reviewers are.

We are on the verge of a new release.
Looking for a tough, attractive, and
low-maintenance addition to your
landscape palette? Look no further with
the latest release from the NDSU WPIP,
Amur maackia (Maackia amurensis)!
Amur maackia delivers exceptional
performance in both urban and
residential settings. This cold-hardy
thrives in USDA Zones 3 to 6, tolerating
drought, poor soils, and challenging site
conditions with ease. Being a member of
the legume (pea) family, it can fix its own
nitrogen. Its dark green foliage, graceful
branching, rich shining amber to copper
colored curly bark, and panicles (up to

The new NDSU WPIP introduction of Amur maackia. 6” long) of creamy white summer
(continued on page 2)
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flowers add season-long interest. Even better,
its compact, manageable form make it a

reliable choice as a utility friendly selection for
streetscapes, campuses, commercial landscapes,
and homeowner plantings. Whether you're
seeking durability, beauty, or both, Maackia
amurensis is a dependable performer ready to
elevate any planting plan. A trademark name has
not been officially determined yet, so if you can
think of a great name for this remarkable tree,
please let us know.

We are also developing a new website (www.
ndsuhorticulture.com) that will have updated
information on our program, releases, and even
recommendations based on our decades of plant
trials. Stay tuned!

Pest Survey Updates:

Emerald Ash Borer Update

Emerald ash borer (EAB) remains a serious
concern. In 2025, NDDA placed 250 traps across
the state along with the North Dakota Forest
Service and city forestry partners. All traps were
negative, except for traps near the 2024 detection
in LaMoure County. While we were cautiously
optimistic that all infested trees were destroyed,
beetles were caught in a trap in a shelterbelt
within a mile of the site. The trees are heavily
infested and confirm for us that EAB can survive
and reproduce in North Dakota. We will continue

e “\ k~
Emerald ash borer gallery found under bark on ash
tree near Edgeley, ND.

)

to monitor
across the
state in 2026
and continue
efforts to
determine
how
widespread
the LaMoure
County
infestation
is. We will
also continue
to focus on
Cass County
with the near
proximity

of the
Minnesota
detections in
Moorhead and Dilworth.

Emerald ash borer exit hole found
on trees near Edgeley.

As it relates to EAB, I also wanted to include

a quick reminder about firewood movement.

As part of our emerald ash borer quarantine,

all firewood is prohibited from quarantined
areas unless it is heat treated and certified. The
emerald ash borer quarantine now included
Becker and Clay counties in MN, so please be
aware of these requirements if you are selling
firewood. All firewood must be labeled with the
county of harvest. For more information visit our
firewood website at www.ndda.nd.gov/firewood.

Additionally, all ash trees imported into North
Dakota, must come from an area free from
EAB. Oregon continues to find more EAB in the
major nursery producing areas of that state.
Please check our website for the current list of
quarantined areas.

Do you have customers questioning whether
their ash trees might be infested? NDDA
maintains a Report Suspect Trees report at
www.ndda.nd.gov/reab. Feel free to share this

(continued on page 3)
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with customers, and we have a team of individuals who can do a site visit, if the shared photos and
information are suspect.

Japanese Beetle Update

Japanese beetle (]B) continues to show its face in North Dakota metro areas. While last year’s record
numbers were mindboggling in Grand Forks County (nearly 50,000 beetles caught!!), this year’s
catches in that county were much lower at 16,750 beetles caught. While the decrease is encouraging,
there is resistance to

- implementing turf treatments
that could further reduce

the population. We are also
seeing a concerning increase
of beetles in a couple areas in
Fargo. As you are importing
nursery stock from infested
states (mainly anywhere east
of us) please be aware and
remind your supplier there are
treatment requirements during
JB flight season that need to be
done to prevent movement of
this damaging pest, especially
late summer shipments when

: . . adults are active. If you are

A modified 5 gallon Japanese beetle Japanese beetles caught in modified picking up your own nursery
trap. trap nearly 3 inches deep. stock in infested areas, these
mitigation requirements

still must be met. We will

be seeking more volunteers
in some areas of the state,

so if you are interested in
monitoring Japanese beetle
traps for us, please reach

out at reportapest@nd.gov.
North Dakota State University
recently updated the
Integrated Pest Management
of Japanese Beetle in North
Dakota publication, and it is
available online. Just search
for “NDSU” and “Japanese
beetle”, and it should come up.

. by \

Japanese beetle damage on Pink Japanese beetles feeding on
Flair Cherry in Grand Forks, ND. hawthorn in Grand Forks, ND.
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Finding NDSU'’s Introductions

We often hear questions about the plants introduced by NDSU’s Woody Plant Improvement Program
and challenges associated with finding them. Dr. West shared this list with us for nursery guidance on

sourcing plant material.

Producers and Suppliers of Woody Plant Improvement Program Introductions

Dr. Todd P. West, Project Leader, Connor Hagemeyer, Research Specialist
E-mail: todd.p.west@ndsu.edu or connor.hagemeverf@ndsu.edu

Department of Plant Sciences, NDSU Dept. 7670, PO Box 6050, Fargo, ND 58108-6050
Fhone: 701-231-6476 (West); 701-231-8477 (Hagemeyer), FAX: 701-231-8474 (Dept. of PLSC)

Color images and PDF datasheets of select introductions can be viewed at: www.ndsuresearchfoundation. org/horticulture

Blueberry Delight® Jupiper '
(Juniperus communis var. depressea ‘AmiDak”)
Alta Nursery, Inc. — California

Bailey Nurseries, Inc. — Minnesota and Oregon
Gertens — Minnesota

Hollandia Nurseries — Connecficut

McKay Nursery Co. — Wisconsin

Cinnamon Curls® Dwar{ Korean Birch "*
(Betula costata “CinnDak”)

Agriforest Bio-Technologies, Ltd. — BC, Canada
Bachman’s Wholesale Nursery - Minnesota

Iseli Nursery — Oregon

Oregon Pride Nurseries, Inc. — Oregon

Copper Curls® Pekin Lilac '*

(Syringa reficulata ssp. pekinensis ‘SunDak”)
Apple Creek Propagators — Idaho

Speer & Sons Nursery, Inc. — Oregon

Dakota Goldchanm® Spirea '
(Spiraea japonica ‘Mertyann®)

Aubin Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada
Cross Nurseries, Inc. — Minnesota
Evergreen Nursery Co., Inc. — Wisconsin
Gertens — Minneszota

Teffries Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada
Medford Nursery — New Jersey

McKay Nursery — Wisconsin

1,23

(FPotentilla fruticosa ‘Absaraka®)
Alta Nursery, Inc. — California
Means Nursery — Oregon

123
(Betula platyphylia ‘Fargo®)
Agriforest Bio-Technologies, Ltd — BC, Canada
Apple Creek Propagators — Idaho
Aubin Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada
Bailey Nurseries, Inc. — Minnesota and Oregon
Bylands — BC, Canada
Evergreen Nursery Co., Inc. — Wisconsin
Fleming Nurseries — Australia
Teffries Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. — Oregon
North American Plants, LL.C — Oregon
Oregon Pride Nurseries, Inc. — Oregon
Robinson Nursery — Qregon
Sester Farms, Inc. — Oregon

12,3
(Potentilla fruticosn “Fargo®)
Alta Nursery, Inc. — California
Apple Creek Propagators — Idaho
Aubin Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada
Bailey Nurseries, Inc. — Minnesota and Oregon
Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery — Colorado
Gertens — Minnesota
Little Valley Wholesal e Nursery — Colorado
Sester Farms, Inc. — Oregon

(Betula tionshanica *EmerDak”)
Bachman’s Wholesale Nursery - Minnesota
Baker’s Nursery — ON, Canada

Evergreen Nursery Co., Inc. — Wisconsin
Knight Hollow Nursery — Wisconsin

1

(Rhododendron skosteramim ‘FireDak®
Mountain Shadow Nursery — Oregon

Green Canvon™ Rockv Mountain Deuglasfic
(Preudotsuga menziesii var. glauca “Winterscape®)
Oregon Pride Nurseries, Inc. — QOregon

(Pinus uncinata ‘GuarDak”)
Oregon Pride Nurseries, Inc. — Qregon

Livland Splendor® Muge Pine !
(Finus mugo “HyDak”™)
Oregon Pride Nurseries, Inc. — Qregon

1
(Cercidiphyllum japonicum ‘KoolDak”)

I. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. — Oregon
Mountain Shadow Nursery — Oregon

1

(Aescuius glabra ‘LavaDak®)

Brotzman’s Nursery, Inc. — Ohio

Heritage Seedlings & Liners, Inc. — Oregon
T. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. — Oregon

(Forsythia x ‘Meadowlark™)
Aubin Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada
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Northern Acclaim® Thornless Heonevlocust '
(Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis “Harve”)

Apple Creek Propagators — Idaho

Bailey Nurseries, Inc. — Minnesota and Oregon
Teffries Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. — Oregon

KCK Farms — Oregon

Robinson Nursery — Oregon

Sester Farms, Inc. — Oregon

Speer & Sons Nursery, Inc. — Oregon

1

(Platamts occidentalis “Bismarck™)
Brotzman s Nursery, Inc. — Ohio

Northern Fmpress® Japanese Elm "
(Ulmus davidiana var. japonica “Burgundy Glow”)
Agriforest Bio-Technologies, Ltd — BC, Canada
Baileys Nurseries, Inc. — Oregon

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. — Oregon

Knight Hollow Nursery Inc — Wisconsin

Robinson Nursery — Qregon

Northern Flare® Sugar Maple '
(Acer saccharum “Sisseton”)
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. — Oregon

1

(Cerciz canadensis “Pink Trim®)
Hidden Hollow Nursery — Tennessee
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. — Oregon
Mountain Shadow Nursery — Oregon

1

(Tilia cordata ‘Steele?)
Brotzman’s Nursery, Inc. — Chio

13
(Betula migra “Dickinson®)
Bachman’s Wholesale Nursery - Minnesota
Bailey Nurseries, Inc. — Minnesota and Oregon
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. — Oregon

123
(Betula papyrifera “Varen®)

Agriforest Bio-Technologies, Ltd. — BC, Canada
Aubin Nurseries, Ttd. — MB, Canada

Bylands — BC, Canada

Evergreen Nursery Co., Inc. — Wisconsin
Heritage Seedlings & Liners, Inc. — Cregon
Teffries Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. — Oregon

North American Plants, LL.C — QOregon

Oregon Pride Nurseries, Inc. — Oregon

Sester Farms, Inc. — Oregon

1,23
(Ulmus americana “Lewis & Clark”)

Apple Creek Propagators — Idaho

Bailey Nurseries, Inc. — Minnesota and Oregon
Gertens — Minnesota

Teffries Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. — Oregon

Sester Farms, Inc. — Oregon

7.8, Trademark Registered
*Canadian Trademark Registered
*Canadian Ornamental Plant Foundation (COPF) Registered

Drairie Gem® Flowering Pear **
(Prrus ussuriensis ‘MorDak”)

Aubin Nurgeries, Ltd. — MB, Canada
Silver Creek Nurseries - Wisconsin

1,23
(Alnis Airsufa “Harbin®)

Aubin Nursgeries, Ltd. — MB, Canada

Bailey Nurseries, Inc. — Minnesota and Oregon
Gertens — Minnesota

Jeffries Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada

123

(Buonymus bungeanus “Verona®)
Aubin Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada

123

(Salix pentandra “Silver Lake®)
Bailey Nurseries, Inc. — Minnesota and Oregon
Vermont Willow Nursery — Vermont

Prairie Spire® Ash'**

(Fraximus pennsylvanica “Rughby )
Apple Creek Propagators — Idaho
Aubin Nurseries, Ltd. — MB, Canada
Bylands —BC, Canada

Teffries Nurseries, Ltd. —MB, Canada
J. Frank Schmidf & Son Co. — Oregon
Sester Farms, Inc. — Oregon

Prairie § ® Swiss § Pine!*
(Pinus cembra ‘Herman®)

Gardens Alive! — online mail-order

Izeli Nursery — Oregon

Oregon Pride Nurseries, Inc. — Oregon

Sester Farms, Inc. — Oregon

1,23
(Cuercus xbimundorum Midwest™)

Bailey Nurseries, Inc. — Minnesota and Oregon
Speer & Sons Nursery, Inc. — Oregon

Roval Splendor® Norway Spruce '~
(Picea abies “Noel”)

Alta Nursery, Inc. — California

Izeli Nursery — Oregon

Oregon Pride Nurseries, Inc. — Oregon
Sester Farms, Inc. — Oregon

1,3
(Magnolia xloebneri ‘Ruth®)

Bron and Sons Nurzery Co. —BC, Canada
Heritage Seedlings & Liners, Inc. — Qregon
T. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. — Oregon

Summer Flare Japanese Tree Lilac'
(Syringa reficulata *SumDak”)

Bailey Nurseries, Inc. — Minnesota and Oregon

Revised 15 January 2025, TFW
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ND Community Forestry Grants
By Craig Lingen & Joel Allen,
ND Forest Service

The North Dakota Forest Service’s
(NDFS) Community Forestry program
has several grant opportunities that
will be available in the Spring of 2026.
Communities interested in forestry
projects on public ground should take
advantage of these opportunities. While
grants awards and requirements vary
each year, the following opportunities
will be tentatively offered:

Emerald Ash Borer Mitigation Grant
This grant is for the removal of publicly-

owned ash (Fraxinus) trees and
replanting a mix of diverse shade trees in
a 1:1 ratio. The maximum grant award is
$25,000 with a 20% match requirement
from the applicant.

Community Family Forest

Ideal for first-time applicants, the
purpose of this grant is to honor the
tradition of annual tree planting in North
Dakota. Arbor Day plantings, downtown
pocket parks, and smaller tree planting
projects are popular. The maximum
grant award is $1,500; Tree City USA
communities are eligible for a maximum
award of $2,000.

IIJA Funds

This grant is to assist with removal of
hazardous trees and planting trees in
rural communities. Public entities in
communities with a population of less
than 2,500 can apply. Trees removed
should be replaced with a mix of diverse
shade trees in a 1:1 ratio. The maximum
grant award is $10,000 and no match is
required from the applicant.

TP B

Community tree plantings that were part of the NDFS

community forestry grant program.
(continued on page 7)
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Grant applications are reviewed and scored

by a volunteer review committee composed of
forestry professionals from various backgrounds.
Project site location, species selection, and
long-term planning are carefully considered
when evaluating applications. In general,
conservation-grade trees are discouraged due

to their high mortality rates. Large caliper trees
are also discouraged due to transplant shock

and the amount of time required to resume
growth. Young, vigorous trees that will have

an immediate visual impact but are also small
enough to establish quickly are recommended.
Shovel planting is encouraged over augers, and
community forestry staff work directly with
grant recipients to ensure trees are planted at the
proper depth.

North Dakota’s nurseries play an important

role in regional forestry and community
beautification. Grant recipients will need to
coordinate between NDFS Community Forestry
staff and their local nursery to select the best
trees for their projects. While nursery availability
is subject to change, communities can leverage
their own experience, Forest Service staff
recommendations, and technical knowledge from
nursery experts to ensure grant trees establish,
thrive, and provide untold benefits for years.

Why Proper Display and Storage of

Nursery Stock Matters

Often our inspectors will walk into a retail store
and see racks of pre-packaged plants. Bare-root
roses are piled in crates, and fruit trees and
plants and shrubs are stuffed into small plastic
bags with a minimal amount of dehydrated peat
moss. Unfortunately, these are often shipped

to North Dakota stores way prior to our last
frost, covered in weak, pale shoots, or just plain
dead. For the unwitting consumer who expects
they are just dormant but end up with a dead
plant is disheartening and discouraging. For

us as inspectors it’s a red flag, and it should be
(continued on page 8)
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something retailers should monitor closely as
well.

State law is clear that all nursery stock offered
for sale must be viable and maintained under
conditions that preserve that viability. This is not
only for the plant’s health, but also for consumer
protection. North Dakota’s administrative code
(7-04-02) lays out detailed requirements for how
different types of nursery stock need to be stored
and displayed. If these conditions aren’t met, an
inspector will often issue a remove from sale
order.

e Balled and burlapped stock must have moist
root balls, half-covered in moisture-retaining
material.

e Container stock must be watered regularly,
with potting media deep enough to cover all
roots.

e Bare-root stock must be kept cool and moist,
with roots covered in non-toxic materials like
peat or sawdust.

e Prepackaged stock must be stored in ways
that prevent abnormal growth and ensure
constant root moisture (i.e. maintain
dormancy).

Prepackaged nursery stock issues are one of
the most common nursery inspection violations

we deal with. Many of these end up on store
shelves in February or March and are placed in
warm areas of the store. Obviously, this breaks
dormancy long before appropriate planting time,
so without additional care, most end up having to
be discarded. Suggestions for retailers would be
to request a later ship date or return to supplier
upon arrival, pot them up immediately, or throw
them out.

The industry relies on new and continued
customers for thriving business. A disheartened
gardener may never buy another plant or trust
that the nursery stock they buy will grow and
thrive. Proper display and storage protects
consumers, preserves maximum plant health, and
upholds the integrity of the nursery industry.

OLS

'SSORIES

Poor quality, pre-packaged nursery stock.





